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Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to Reception at Aston Clinton School. It is with great pleasure that I welcome your child and family to our school community. Starting school is a significant milestone, and we are excited to begin this journey with you.

Reception is a year of discovery, curiosity and wonder. As children take their first steps into school life, our priority is to help them feel safe, valued and connected. We know that when children develop a strong sense of belonging, they are more confident to explore, build friendships, take risks in their learning and develop the independence needed to thrive. 

As part of our Great Citizen programme, Reception children begin their journey as "Essential Me" learners. Throughout the year, children develop a strong sense of self, positive learning behaviours and an understanding of our school values. Through carefully planned opportunities, they learn about friendships, feelings, kindness and belonging whilst developing the confidence, empathy and self-regulation skills that will support them throughout their education. 

The Reception curriculum is enriched through a wide range of memorable experiences designed to inspire a love of learning. Children enjoy Forest School, outdoor learning, storytelling, role-play, continuous provision and practical experiences that encourage exploration and creativity. Throughout the year, they take part in Nativity performances, family Stay and Play sessions, Easter celebrations, Dinosaur Day, visits to our school bees and a variety of enrichment opportunities. Through carefully selected texts such as The Colour Monster, Ruby's Worry, The Family Book, Blue Chameleon, Look Up! and Omar, the Bees and Me, children develop their understanding of emotions, diversity, friendship and the world around them. 

At Aston Clinton School, we are proud to be a smartphone-free school. Whilst we teach children about safe and responsible behaviour, we believe that childhood should be filled with play, exploration, creativity and meaningful human connection. Through our Aston Passports, Forest School programme, OPAL play opportunities and outdoor learning experiences, children are encouraged to engage with the natural world, solve problems, take appropriate risks and develop confidence through real-life experiences. These opportunities help foster resilience, wellbeing and a lifelong love of learning. 

Our approach to behaviour and personal development is rooted in belonging, relationships and emotional wellbeing. We know that children flourish when they feel safe, understood and valued. Throughout the year, pupils begin to develop key life skills through our whole-school personal development themes:
· Autumn 1: Aiming High
· Autumn 2: Speaking and Listening
· Spring 1: Teamwork
· Spring 2: Others
· Summer 1: Nurture
· Summer 2: Changes
These themes help children develop confidence, communication skills, empathy, resilience and self-regulation whilst establishing the foundations for successful learning and positive relationships. During the summer term, we carefully support children through the transition to Year 1 through stories, visits, discussions and opportunities to meet their new teachers and become familiar with their new environment. 

Throughout the year, children also develop healthy habits through our Healthy Body, Healthy Mind curriculum, learn about feelings and emotional regulation, celebrate diversity through high-quality texts and participate in events such as Anti-Bullying Week and Safer Internet Day. These experiences help children develop the knowledge, skills and character needed to flourish both in school and beyond. 
Reception is a year filled with excitement, growth and opportunity. Through our Global Citizen Curriculum, Aston Passports, enrichment experiences and strong pastoral support, we aim to help every child develop the confidence to Aspire, the compassion to Care and the resilience to Succeed.
We know that children flourish when school and home work together, and we look forward to building strong relationships with your family as we celebrate the many achievements, successes and special moments that lie ahead.
We are delighted to welcome you to the Aston Clinton School family and look forward to a wonderful year together.

Kind regards,

Mrs C Macdonald
Headteacher
Aston Clinton School
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